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33 Public Water Systems Honored for Drinking Water Excellence During National Drinking Water Week Celebration
Thirty-three Massachusetts public water systems and two environmental educators were honored today in a ceremony at the State House in Boston as part of National Drinking Water Week.

The 33 systems (listed below) received a Massachusetts Public Drinking Water Award, which recognizes community water systems and nontransient noncommunity (NTNC) water systems for their outstanding performance in 2005.

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), along with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency-Region 1, New England Water Works, Massachusetts Water Works, RCAP Solutions, Barnstable County Water Utilities Association, Plymouth County Water Works Association, and Western Massachusetts Water Works Association hosted the morning celebration.

MassDEP Commissioner Robert W. Golledge, Jr. awarded the winning systems with a certificate of outstanding performance and achievement and a Governor’s Award signed by Governor Mitt Romney. Commissioner Golledge also read the Drinking Water Day Proclamation signed by the Governor.

The award program acknowledges the challenges faced by suppliers in complying with the Safe Drinking Water Act, and recognizes outstanding performance in providing customers with clean, and dependable drinking water.

The 770 Community and NTNC systems in the state are annually rated for their compliance with drinking water regulations, their source protection and distribution programs, their administrative quality including timely submission of plans/reports, and the certification and training of operators.

The following drinking water systems received awards:

Small Community Water Systems 
Hampden Housing Authority; Scantic Valley Water District - Hampden; Hatfield Water Department; and Wrentham Developmental Center.

Consecutive Water Systems 
B & M Railroad – Deerfield; Riverside Water District – Montague; Wilbraham Water Department; Paxton Water Department; Brookline Water and Sewer Division; Chelsea Water Department; Everett Water Department; Lexington Water Department; Marblehead Water Department; Newton Water Department; Quincy Water Department; Revere Water Department; City of Salem, DPW Water Department; Rings Island Water District – Salisbury; and North Dighton Fire District.

Medium and Large Community Water Systems 
Orange Water Department; Rutland Water Department; Concord Water Department; Dedham-Westwood Water District; Georgetown Water Department; Reading Water Department; Centerville-Osterville-Marston Mills Water Department; Bridgewater Water Department; Easton Water Division; Mansfield Water Department; and Orleans Water Department.

NTNC Systems
Green Meadows School – Wilbraham.

STARL Award
Andover Water Department.

Small Systems Security Award
Lanesboro Fire and Water District.

Special Recognition
East Northfield Water Company; Palmer Water District; Dartmouth Water Division; and Mashpee Water District.

EPA Environmental Educator
Craig Jalbert – Monson
Sherry Tibbets - Dighton

MassDEP is responsible for ensuring clean air and water, safe management of solid and hazardous wastes, timely cleanup of hazardous waste sites and spills, and the preservation of wetlands and coastal resources.
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